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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	Swaddling Clothes
Short Story by Yukio Mishima. The callous swaddling of an illegitimate baby in newspaper and protagonist Toshiko’s conviction that it is destined to grow up a poverty-stricken criminal underlines Japan’s rigid class structure. Shortly afterwards, while taking a walk alone one night, she comes face to face with her prophesy.

	Dusky Ruth
Short Story by A. E. Coppard. A hiker stops for the night at a village inn. That evening, he shares passionate embraces with a dusky serving girl in a downstairs sitting room. Later, she invites him to her bedroom where, as she lays naked beside him, he proves to be a perfect English gentleman.

	The Long-Distance Runner
Short Story by Grace Paley. A middle-aged runner takes a surreal journey through the now predominantly African American neighborhood in which she grew up. When a thoughtless word leads to screams for help, she shelters for three weeks with the people living in her old family apartment.

	My Life with the Wave
Short Story by Octavio Paz. A man is seduced by a sensuous ocean wave. The wave insists on following him home, where they begin a passionate love affair. Jealousy over a colony of fish he bought to swim in her waters leads to an icy end for the hapless wave.

	God Sees the Truth, But Waits
Short Story by Leo Tolstoy. A merchant is sent to prison for a murder he did not commit. When even his wife suspects him, he accepts that only God knows the truth and finds peace in piety. When the real murderer arrives in his prison, he faces a moral dilemma.

	The Demon Lover
Short Story by Elizabeth Bowen. A woman returns to her war-damaged city house to collect personal items. The house had been locked up; nobody knew she was coming. Inside is a letter that was hand delivered earlier that day; someone is in the house or coming for her.
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