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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	The Fiddler
Short Story by Herman Melville. A struggling writer is in a desperate mood after negative reviews of his latest work. His life changes when he learns the secret of a “commonplace” man who appears to have no special talents but is able to live life to the fullest.

	In the Garden of the North American Martyrs
Short Story by Tobias Wolff. At an interview for a position in a prestigious college, a history professor learns that she is a token female candidate with no chance of success. Part of the application process is a lecture, where she finds her own voice for the first time.

	Was it a Dream?
Short Story by Guy de Maupassant. The question in the title could refer to two things: the blissful year the protagonist shared with his lover before her unexpected death, or the vision of a message her ghost wrote on her tombstone as he was visiting her grave.

	Marjorie Daw
Short Story by Thomas Aldrich. A wealthy, self-absorbed young man is unhappy about being confined to a sofa with a broken leg. The man’s best friend is asked to write frequent letters to “distract and cheer him up”. These begin with an innocent white lie that grows into an obsession.

	The Bloody Chamber
Novelette by Angela Carter. A very rich, three-times widowed French nobleman marries a seventeen-year-old virtuoso pianist and rushes her away to his secluded castle for a “honeymoon”. After a passionless consummation that satisfies his desire to have married a virgin, he lays a deadly trap designed to end the marriage.

	Where Have You Gone, Charming Billy?
Short Story by Tim O’Brien. Private First Class Paul Berlin faces three antagonists in this sobering Vietnam War story: the enemy, his fellow soldiers (he will be punished and/or branded as a coward if he fails in his duty), and himself (the ability to control his fear).
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