
	
			
						
				
				
						
					
					...showcasing the world's best short stories for learning and reading pleasure

												
							
	
						
												

					

					
				
				

		
					
									
						
							

								Home
	Short Stories
	Younger Readers
	Folklore
	Contact
	About / Privacy


						
						

					

									  


		
		
					
				Sidebar

				
					
Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	Raymond’s Run
Grade 5-6 Story by Toni Cade Bambara. A feisty school girl desperately wants to win a picnic race to show up an annoying and over-confident new girl in town. When she sees her mentally challenged older brother running beside her, she decides that winning races doesn’t mean as much anymore.

	Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push
Grade 5-6 Story by W. D. Myers. An inspirational story about the fulfillment of two dreams. A father dreams that his son follows in his footsteps and becomes a competitive basketball player; the boy dreams that he can overcome a disability and return to the game.

	Everything That Rises Must Converge
Short Story by Flannery O’connor. A bigoted woman living in the past and her disrespectful, "intellectual" son have different ideas on racial integration in the American South. The unfortunate climax comes when the mother insults her African-American doppelganger by offering the woman’s young child a penny.

	Stray
Grade 3-4 Story by Cynthia Rylant. A girl finds a cold, shivering puppy that has been abandoned in a snowstorm. She takes the animal inside and cares for it, knowing her parents will say they are too poor to keep a dog and take it away when the snow clears.

	Foreign Shores
Short Story by James Salter. A young divorcee who is too caught-up in partying to take proper care of her demanding six-year-old-son fires the conscientious young au pair who looks after him and reports her to the FBI because she thinks the girl has developed "the morals of a housefly".

	The Last Question
Short Story by Isaac Asimov. A powerful story that spans several trillion years of human history. A computer evolves from Multivac on Earth to AC in hyperspace. One by one, “Man” fuses with AC until it is finally able to answer mankind’s last unanswered question.
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