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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	King Thrushbeard
German Folktale. A spoiled, haughty princess judges potential suitors by looks alone and is so ill mannered that she says cruel things about them to their faces. Her father teaches her a lesson in humility by marrying her off to the first beggar that came to his doors.

	The Goophered Grapevine
Short Story by Charles W. Chesnutt. The prospective buyer of a derelict vineyard is told how the previous owner had a sorceress put a spell (goopher) on the grapes to stop slaves stealing them. He then learns the sad fate of a slave who, unaware of the spell, “sampled” them.

	One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich
Novella by Alexandr Solzhenitsyn. A fictional account of life in a former Soviet Gulag (forced labor camp). The system is designed to break inmates through a combination of harsh conditions, brutality and absurd rules. Some survive with dignity, others through theft, scavenging, and snitching. Many don’t survive.

	The Rocking-Horse Winner
Short Story by D. H. Lawrence. A young boy’s parents seem more interested in their social position than their children. He desperately wants his mother's love and approval and, as she is always complaining about not having enough money, he comes up with a drastic approach to getting some.

	Six Feet of the Country
Short Story by Nadine Gordimer. An apartheid-era story highlighting the white South African bureaucracy’s callousness towards other races. When a black farm worker’s brother dies, his body is taken away for autopsy. After paying £20 to have it returned for burial, he finds a different body in the coffin.

	A Way of Talking
Short Story by Patricia Grace. Set in New Zealand, an indigenous (Maori) university student returns to her home town for her sister’s wedding and teaches the older girl a new “way of talking” when confronted with language that could be interpreted as discriminatory or racist.
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