
	
			
						
				
				
						
					
					...showcasing the world's best short stories for learning and reading pleasure

												
							
	
						
												

					

					
				
				

		
					
									
						
							

								Home
	Short Stories
	Younger Readers
	Folklore
	Contact
	About / Privacy


						
						

					

									  


		
		
					
				Sidebar

				
					
Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	The Red-Headed League
Novelette by Arthur Conan Doyle. A shop-keeper comes to Sherlock Holmes with a strange story about a charitable foundation for red-headed men that paid him good money for little work. The great detective soon deduces that foundation is a front for a major crime involving one of England's cleverest criminals.

	Sleeping
Quick Reads by Katharine Weber. A young girl is hired by a couple she has never met before to baby-sit while they go to the movies. They tell her the baby sleeps soundly and won’t need to be fed or changed. When she tries the nursery door, it is locked.

	Misery (The Lament)
Short Story by Anton Chekhov. A sledge driver’s extreme grief over his son’s death raises the question: “What could be worse than losing a loved one?” Chekhov’s answer: “To feel so lonely and cut off from the world that you have no one to talk to about it”.

	Another Kind of Life
Short Story by Roderick Finlayson. A city-based Maori man returns home disappointed and disillusioned after a day trip to visit an uncle living in his home village. He experiences a great sense of loss, not only of his relationship with “home”, but also of his language.

	The Water of Life
Grade 5-6 Story by Howard Pyle. A princess vows to marry whoever brings her water from the “Fountain of Life”. A king sends a servant to get some, and falsely claims the prize. The doubtful princess sets him two more tasks, one of which requires cutting off the servant’s hand.

	Stop the Sun
Grade 7-8 Story by Gary Paulsen. An adolescent boy is uncomfortable with and embarrassed by his father’s unusual behavioral lapses, which his mother describes as “Vietnam Syndrome”. In talking with his father, he comes to understand a little of the brutality of war and its traumatic after-effects on veterans.
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