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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	The Last Rung on the Ladder
Short Story by Stephen King. A boy saves his younger sister when she falls from a broken ladder. She comments: “You're my big brother. I knew you'd take care of me”. Later in life, he is too busy climbing a different ladder to be there when needed.

	The New Dress
Short Story by Virginia Woolf. A middle-aged, lower middle-class woman has gone to great lengths to have the perfect dress made for an upper middle-class party. The moment she arrives, she sees that the dress is “not right”. Highly embarrassed, she imagines everyone is mocking her.

	Sweat
Short Story by Zora Neale Hurston. Everyone in a poor black community seems to know about a woman’s brutal mistreatment at the hands of her cheating, abusive husband. However, nobody offers to help. She finally reaches breaking point and, in an ironic twist, manages to turn the tables.

	Zlateh the Goat
Grade 5-6 Story by Isaac Singer. An anthropomorphic goat no longer produces enough milk to justify her keep. Like many unproductive farm animals, she faces a final trip to the town butcher. Fortunately, a freak snowstorm interrupts the journey and gives her a chance to redeem herself.

	The Cranes
Quick Read by Peter Meinke. An elderly couple suffering debilitating medical issues sit in their car near isolated marshland. As they talk, they observe two aged whooping cranes. These birds, which mate for life, symbolize the couple’s enduring love. A shot rings out, and the cranes soar into the sky

	Patriotism
Novelette by Yukio Mishima. A young Japanese army officer must choose between duty and loyalty to his friends. His only honorable way out is seppuku (harakiri). The story’s lovemaking scenes are tastefully erotic, and the description of seppuku is gruesome in its detail. Not for easily offended or queasy readers!
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