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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	House Taken Over
Short Story by Julio Cortázar. A middle-aged brother and sister, having never married, live quiet but contented lives in their aging family mansion. One night, their solitude is interrupted by strange noises coming from a disused wing of the house. The title foreshadows the rest of the story.

	Black Boy
Short Story by Kay Boyle. A man warns his twelve-year old granddaughter against talking to an African-American friend because he might do you some kind of harm. The girl’s hobby is horse riding. When the boy helps her home after a fall, he doesn’t get the thanks he deserves.

	Korea
Short Story by John McGahern. A young Irish man is about to leave school. His crafty father tries to encourage him to emigrate to America “for a better life”. The son later learns that what the father is really hoping for is a better life for himself.

	The Minister’s Black Veil
Short Story by Nathaniel Hawthorne. A church minister frightens and intrigues his parishioners by spending most of his life hiding his face behind a black veil. Readers are left to decide what the veil symbolizes: a heinous sin committed by the minister, the sinful nature of mankind, or both.

	Cathedral
Short Story by Raymond Carver. A troubled, disillusioned man with a cynical view of the world is suddenly confronted by his metaphorical blindness. The climax comes following a discussion about cathedrals. The man can see but can’t describe (visualize) them. A blind man teaches him how.

	Idyll
Short Story by Guy de Maupassant. A man and woman share a train carriage. She is in great pain. A wet-nurse, she has not had a baby to her breast in the last two days. The man offers to help, which in turn solves a problem of his own.
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