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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	The Twelve Months
Czech Folktale. An evil stepmother (surprise, surprise!) sends a young girl out into the snow to collect out of season flowers and fruit. Fortunately, she is saved and given what she needs by the gods of the twelve months of the year. Her spoiled stepsister and stepmother aren’t so lucky.

	Roselily
Short Story by Alice Walker. A woman daydreams through her wedding ceremony about how her life will change. She is from the rural South, he is from Chicago; she is Christian, he is Muslim. She reconciles herself to a life of "ropes, chains and handcuffs" away from family and friends.

	The Jay
Short Story by Yasunari Kawabata. A small bird is upset because it can’t find a lost chick that has fallen from its nest. A young woman about to enter into an arranged marriage also feels lost. Her father and stepmother are coming to visit with the mother of her fiancé.

	The Black Cat
Short Story by Edgar Allan Poe. Alcohol and mental illness make for a dangerous mix. The protagonist becomes violent when in a drunken state. This is initially directed towards family pets, but escalates to the brutal murder of his wife. The “wailing shriek” of a black cat exposes the crime.

	A Hunger Artist
Short Story by Franz Kafka. A performance artist seeks artistic recognition and spiritual fulfillment by fasting for weeks on end in a traveling show. When public tastes change, he joins a circus and becomes a sideshow. Here, he attracts little attention from onlookers and withers away in his cage.

	Clean Sweep Ignatius
Short Story Jeffrey Archer. Nigeria’s new Finance Minister decides to clear up his country’s reputation for corruption. He gets just the chance he is looking for when the President commissions him to find out the names of all ministers and government officials with money hidden away in secret Swiss bank accounts.
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