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Some Other Stories You May Like
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Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	The Black Cat
Short Story by Edgar Allan Poe. Alcohol and mental illness make for a dangerous mix. The protagonist becomes violent when in a drunken state. This is initially directed towards family pets, but escalates to the brutal murder of his wife. The “wailing shriek” of a black cat exposes the crime.

	Leaving the Yellow House
Novelette by Saul Bellow. A seventy-two-year-old woman reviews her life of lost opportunities after an accident threatens her ability to live independently in her isolated, off-the-grid Yellow House. She has no close family or friends to turn to, and nobody “good enough” to bequeath her only treasure (the house) to.

	The Garden Party
Short Story by Katherine Mansfield. A wealthy family enjoy an ostentatious garden party in the spacious grounds of their mansion, well aware that the father of a poverty-stricken family living within hearing distance died earlier the same day. Only one family member is sensitive to the poor family’s plight.

	The Nightingale and the Rose
Grade 5-6 Story by Oscar Wilde. A nightingale sacrifices its life in exchange for a red rose to help a love-smitten student attend a dance with the girl of his dreams. Sadly, the fickle girl’s request was a ploy (red roses are not in season), and she has other plans.

	The End of Something / Three-Day Blow
Two Short Stories by Ernest Hemingway. Linked by storyline and theme, these stories deal with change. The protagonist has decided to break-up with his girlfriend, telling her “it isn’t fun anymore”. The reasons, revealed in the second story, indicate that his thinking may have been influenced by a selfish friend.

	I Could See the Smallest Things
Quick Read by Raymond Carver. A woman’s encounter with a neighbour tending his garden in the middle of the night highlights the differences in their lives. He has moved on from problems in his life, while she and her husband live alienated, unsatisfying lives, too afraid to embrace change.
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