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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	A Kidnapped Santa Clause
Grade 5-6 Story by L. Frank Baum. Five daemons (creatures that thrive on naughtiness) are angry with Santa Clause because his gifts and messages of goodwill discourage children from visiting their caves. Upon realizing that Santa will never change, they kidnap him as he begins his Christmas deliveries.

	The Princess and the Tin Box
Quick Read by James Thurber. In this “fairy tale for our time”, a king decrees that he will give his spoiled daughter’s hand in marriage to the prince who brings her the gift she likes the most. Readers are left wondering whether she makes the right choice.

	The Scarlet Ibis
Short Story by James Hurst. The innocent outlook of a physically challenged boy is contrasted with the pride and cruelty of his older brother. It is as if the older boy has two younger brothers: the imaginative storyteller that he clearly loves, and the disabled boy he is ashamed of.

	Squeaker’s Mate
Short Story by Barbara Baynton. Set in colonial Australia, a strong, independent woman is permanently bedridden following a farm accident. Left at the mercy of her lazy, selfish husband, things come to a head when he moves her into a shed and brings another woman home.

	The Direction of the Road
Short Story by Ursula Le Guin. A story where the protagonist is a ‘murderous’ roadside oak tree. As the road develops from a bridle trail to a tarred highway, the tree laments differences in the environment and human behavior. It also comes up with alternative interpretations of relativity and eternity.

	The Portrait of a Lady
Quick Read by Khushwant Singh. A moving tribute to the author’s grandmother. He recalls their close friendship during his early schooling, the “turning point” when they moved to live with his parents in the city, and their growing estrangement as Western influences and higher education demands came between them.
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