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Some Other Stories You May Like

See top menu for all 1,000+ stories

Approximate Reading Times

Quick Read: under 5 minutes

Short Story: 5 to 30 minutes

Novelette: 30 to 90 minutes

Novella: 1.5 to 2.5 hours


	The Artist / Painter
Short Story by Rabindranath Tagore. A dying man puts his wife and son under his parsimonious brother's care. The boy has a talent for art, which his mother fosters in secret. When the brother-in-law finds out and decides to put the boy in boarding school, she must take desperate action.

	A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain
Short Story by Robert Olen Butler. As an aging Vietnamese-American immigrant prepares for death, the ghost of his once good friend, Ho Chi Minh, visits over several nights, triggering memories of the past. He is ready to meet his wife and other dead loved-ones in the “village square”.

	Pigeon Feathers
Novelette by John Updike. A young boy's crisis of faith is resolved by an epiphany that follows an act of bloody violence. His questioning leads to conflict with the family church minister, who dismisses his concerns by inanely equating Heaven to the “goodness” of Abraham Lincoln.

	Seibei and His Gourds (The Artist)
Short Story by Shiga Naoya. A young Japanese boy has a fascination with decorative gourds. He spends his free time buying natural pods and turning them into polished decorative pieces. A misguided teacher shames his parents into forbidding the hobby, which may have cost the boy a lucrative, satisfying career.

	The Man in the Black Suit
Short Story by Stephen King. A nine-year-old boy goes fishing in the woods. A creepy-looking man in a black suit saves him from a potentially fatal bee sting, and then sits next to the boy claiming to be hungry. The frightened boy learns that man’s preferred meal is not fish!

	A Manual for Cleaning Women
Short Story by Lucia Berlin. A woman’s insights on how to cope with being a house cleaner. She shares the frustrations of the job, what she does to deal with them, the pain of losing her partner, and her habit of stealing sleeping pills from clients “for a rainy day”.
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